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Our new challenge : For the Development of Asian Museology
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Overview of Museum Professional Training Courses in Korea
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The Function of Exchange and Creation in Public Museums of Contemporary Art

From a Study of the Foundation Process and the Activities in the Local Areas
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Abstract

Recently, some public museums of contemporary art have been conducting remarkable activities in local areas, but the
meaning of the existence of such museums and the need for their activities are not clear. This paper clarifies the modern role of
public museums of contemporary art in local areas and suggests the meaning of their existence to support their activities. By
comparing 4 museums “Art Tower Mito”; “Contemporary Art Museum, Kumamoto”; “21st Century Museum of Contemporary
Art, Kanazawa” and “Towada Art Center”; we examine the foundation process, exhibitions, the educational activities, and the
spread of the entire range of museum activities to the local community. The findings indicate that the activities of public
museums of contemporary art in local area are based on and involve the local community. Through such involvement, people
can learn various values, exchange things and communicate with people that they have not met, and form new relationships.

This is caused by the exchange and creation function of public museums of contemporary art.
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Proposal for Researching Citizens Interested in Museums
—Analyzing Blogs Related to Museums
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Abstract

The importance of researching the relation between museums and citizens has been increasing in the field of museology.
This paper proposes techniques for researching the citizens who are interested in museums, which are different from those
used in the past. The field of “the visitor research” has a long history, although the perspective of the museum has been
dominant in it. However, the recent years have seen a rapid spread of the Internet in the society, and it is possible to investigate
the relation from the perspective of the citizen by utilizing the Internet.

The actual objects of investigation are the blogs containing articles on visit records, reviews on the museum and exhibition,
etc. In this paper, these blogs are called “museum blogs,” and the operators are called “museum bloggers.” The investigation
resulted in identifying more than 10,000 museum blogs and obtaining information on the attributes of the museum bloggers.

Moreover, the interview with some museum bloggers confirmed that the writing activity was related to their museum visits.
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Possibility of Art museum established by citizen

— A case study of Muroran museum of Art —
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Abstract

The fiscal health of the municipality is sluggish in Hokkaido. A municipal museum including the Yubari City museum does
severe management. As for some museums, the improvement of the management or change of the management mother’s body
are done. This study takes up “Muroran museum of Art” that established October 2008 as a case. The museum is different from
usually. For example, as a results of an ardent museum establishment movement for as many as 30 years, the museum was
established. And the citizens acquire the fiscal of museum by themselves, and they try to manage it by themselves, too.In this
study, we investigate the establishment process of four branches of Hokkaido art museum after the 1980’s, and compare them
with process of Muroran museum of Art. And we also analyze the museum from a view of cultural administration of Muroran
and an architectural planning. Finally we take one of possibility of a municipal museum through the case of Muroran museum of

Art.
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The Approach to Improving Museum Literacy of Museum Administrators

— The Case of Exhibition Training at the National Museum of Ethnology —
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Abstract

The members of staff at the National Museum of Ethnology tend to have consciousness that the museum is a research
institute, which is equivalent to national universities rather than national museums. Under this circumstance, the Exhibition
Training at the National Museum of Ethnology serves the administrative members to promote basic understanding of
exhibition, which leads to understanding of the rink between museum activities and their everyday administrative works. This
training has a potential to lead up to creating a museum, which is more open to the public. This paper discusses the issue of
museum literacy for museum administrators; the possibilities that the administrators understand the rink between museum
activities and their everyday administrative works, which could benefit both the museum management and the museum users

over the medium and long term.
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Alternative Exhibition in collaboration with Local Community:

Case Studies of Nagasaki Museum of History and Culture
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Abstract

Museum exhibitions have been threatened by a budget cut and external environment such as designated museum manage-
ment system. While exhibitions tend to be smaller in size due to a budget cut, blockbuster type of exhibitions organized by
media companies and private agencies which often emphasis on visitor attendance have increased. Museum exhibitions are
going towards to these two extremes. In such circumstances, curatorship, museum identity and locality are being lost because
these are nourished by the work of curating their own exhibition based on curatorial research.

To cope with such a crisis, this paper presents an alternative exhibition which are made in collaboration with local community
by taking an example of the exhibition “Kunchi 375" which was held in Nagasaki Museum of History and Culture in 2009, and
also presents a new concept of collaborative museum which includes tourism and culture as well as the existing concept of local

museums.
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The Educational Role of the Visitor Center in Remote Communities
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Abstract

In this paper, I present Kawayu Eco-Museum Center in Akan National Park as a case study in order to elucidate the
educational functions of a visitor center in a remote community and also to highlight administrative issues related to visitor
centers. This visitor center not only conducted nature experience programs as part of its regular services but also developed
annual programs for the elementary and middle schools in the community and edited local history books. Although Kawayu
Eco-Museum Center played the role of a regional museum in this area, its relationship with the community was largely enabled
by the personal ability of its chief of staff. However, national park visitor centers are not recognized as organizations or facilities
for educational activity, even though such centers are among the few nodal institution in remote communities in Japan.
Therefore, in order to improve their functions, including that of providing education, I recommend that visitor centers be
reorganized as autonomous bodies, lead by effective directors and including a museologist among their staff.
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For the Past 12 years of “The Mars Exploration Rover Contest in Chiba”
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Abstract
In Chiba city, “The Mars Exploration Rover Contest” has held every year since 1999. This year’s contest becomes twelfth.
This contest was created as part of planetarium’s works in Chiba City Folk Museum. And, it should be noted that this contest is
organized and managed by many teachers. They teach science or technology at primary or junior high schools in Chiba city.

The purpose of this report is to look back over the past 12 years of this contest with many changes, challenges and opportunities

happening. In addition, we want to check up on several major problems which need to be overcome.
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