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TOKYO APPEAL

We, the participants in Asia Museum Forum, building on the momentum of the 2009 ICOM-ASPAC Conference,
convened at the Tokyo National Museum to reaffirm the necessity and importance of an alliance among museums in
Asia and to engage in the open exchange of ideas on the issues of and challenges inherent in cooperation and
collaboration among museums in Asia.

The outcome of the forum urges the active support of the success of ICOM Shanghai 2010 and the further
development of museums in the Asia region, and the main lines of action (the “Tokyo Appeal”) are declared
below.

1. To realize the Tokyo Appeal, it is imperative that museums in the Asia region, coordinate with and have the
continued support of governmental authorities as well as museum associations and academic societies.

2 . To reinforce the ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, it is crucial for museums in the Asia region to examine
the role of the ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums in Asian museums.

3. To further promote cooperation and collaboration among museum-related academic societies in Japan as well
as in Asia, it is essential that consideration be given to the establishment of a forum for ongoing discussions on
museological research.

4 . To develop more appropriate museum management systems, it is necessary to recognize that the challenges
facing public and private museums in Japan—the reorganization of public institutions into independent
administrative corporations, the implementation of a designated administrative system and the restructuring of
public-interest corporations—are not merely issues unique to Japan but are issues influencing museum policy
in Asia, and corporate market mechanisms and principles of efficiency must be observed.

5. To implement administrative practices, such as fine art compensation policies, in art museums and other
similar institutions throughout Asia, it is vital that best practices, such as those currently under discussion in
Japan, be promptly realized, and it is expected that this will enable museums in Asia to forge a new path for the
development of museum policy in their respective countries.

March 21, 2010
Asia Museum Forum Participants
Tokyo National Museum
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