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Abstract

Study Group on Adult Education Plan investigated the actual situation of volunteers in adult education facilities (woman
facilities, youth education facilities, libraries, museums, lifelong learning centers) by the questionnaire survey at 2006. Based
on the result of this survey, this article examines the present condition and issues of volunteers in museums. Especially, it
focuses on the significance of acceptance of volunteers in museum management.

As a result, it emerged that activities of volunteers in museums have rapidly prevailed in recent years, and volunteers have
different situations by the attribute of museums in which they work. Furthermore, it was revealed that museum staffs generally
evaluate positively the significance of acceptance of volunteers because they think that volunteers have the role to construct the
desirable relationships of museums and communities or users.

On the other hand, this survey revealed the issue of museum volunteers that there are many museums that don’t have

adequate system to accept volunteers yet, too.
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Practical report on the administrative issues of the Yamanashi Prefectural Museum

from the viewpoint of evaluation system

[
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Abstract
The following two points can be pointed out by characterizing only about the museum. One is that a variety of activity fields
like the investigation, the research, and the exhibition, etc. relates deeply in the museum. Next, the museum and the society
connect a deep relation and it influences it each other. To make the best use of the feature of the museum, the evaluation
system of the Yamanashi Prefectural Museum was enacted. Then, the purpose of this thesis is to introduce the evaluation

system of this museum. Especially, it reports on the practical case about the evaluation tour which is the original evaluation

method. The issues of the museum management became clearly by analyzing the result of this method.
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The Actual State and Basis of Citizens’ Knowing in the Art Museum:

Reconstruction of Commitment and Values through the Citizens’ Research
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Abstract

In recent years, the subject of citizen participation has been examined from the perspectives of knowledge-creating in the
museum. However, the word “knowledge-creating” cannot easily be defined without reference to citizens’ knowing. Therefore,
this paper is intended as an investigation of the actual state of citizens  knowing. Specifically, the purpose of this paper is to
explain the phenomenon of change in the perception of the museum and activity. This paper is based on analysis of interviews
with the citizens who participated in activity with the art museum for the first time.

Through the analyses, two changes are indicated, as follows.

(1) Citizens' view on the art museum has changed from as an audience to as a user.

(2) Citizens have got their own individual interpretation not only the objects in their community but the others.

These changes are based on the awareness of knowing about how it can be related with the art museum and how to find the
value of their own way. In conclusion, (a) it is important to note that standpoint and view of citizens are reconstructed based on
the criteria of judgments by their own experience; (b) it is not that citizens’ knowing consist simply as long as there is a local

theme in contraposition to professionals.
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Development of a project through cooperation between a local society and facilities

“Singing insects and Gocho”

TEE S
Noboru SAKAMOTO
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Abstract
“Singing insects and Gocho” is a project that comprises exhibitions of singing insects and other related exhibitions and

events that are held in downtown Itami city. Many shop associations, museums, and cultural facilities in the city participated in

the organization of this event. Using the resources offered by these organizations, the project developed multiple exhibitions

and events almost across the entire downtown area, and it attracted many visitors and considerable attention from the media.

This report mainly describes the project that was organized in 2008 and the involvement of the Itami City Museum of Insects as

one of organizers of the event. The report also considers the effects and future potential of the project.
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Atelier Incurve: A Challenging Outsider in Contemporary Art

g
Yoshiyuki TAKAICHI
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Abstract

In recent years, an argument involving Outsider Art is animated actively.

Outsider Art refers to the art works which were made by those who have not received formal education or training of the
fine-arts. It means “the art of those who are outside of the existing arts system’. As a result, it contains many arts made by
mentally deficient or disordered people and spiritual mediums. Although the arts made by the disabled are important elements
of Outsider Art, they have rarely being taken up in the art circles in Japan until now. Atelier incurve is a social welfare facility
which supports mentally disabled people and their creative activities. The ultimate target of this institution is to make mentally
disabled people into independent artists. Atelier Incurve is breaking the fresh ground on the art-market which was not familiar
with the conventional welfare society. Through the experience of organizing its first exhibition held in the art museum in Japan,

recent condition and a future view about Outsider Art are examined.
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Current Condition of Local Museum

~ A Research Based on Ibaraki Prefecture~
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Abstract

In recent years the focus of Japan’s cultural policy has changed from being primarily a conservation based strategy to one
promoting the importance of preservation and utilization of cultural properties. However the increasing financial difficulties
faced by local governments has placed extra pressures on local museums, lessening their capabilities for staging new activities.
To investigate the problems faced by local museums a questionnaire was sent to 48 museums in the Ibaraki prefecture. Analysis
of the responses has highlighted the following specific difficulties—lack of museum staff; unsuitable exhibition environments,
storage and collection areas; inadequate training programs aimed at understanding visitor needs; insufficient resources for
advertising museum resources and events. A key finding of this study was that variation in the number of museum activities and
community outreach programs strongly correlated with the existence of a full time museum curator position. Subsequent
analysis divided all museums surveyed into two groups—those for which visitor attendance was increasing and those for which
visitor attendance was decreasing. Another key finding of this study was that a museum’s success in attracting more visitors

strongly correlated with the existence of specially designed community outreach programs for promoting interaction between

the museum and the local community.
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A study on significance of visitor survey in museums

—The current situation of museum evaluation—

O OEF e
Ayumi TERADA
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Abstract

It is becoming a big issue of management for a lot of museums to make the system that appropriately evaluates their own
activities and to review their management in the background of the change in both social and economical situation now. It is
thought that visitor survey with the frame “Evaluation of the activities” can become one of the effective methods to solve the
management problem concerning the museum evaluation, based on the accumulation of current visitor studies. This study note
is placed as a preliminary consideration for finding the meaning and the problems of visitor survey in museums, looked back on
some main discussions concerning administrative evaluation and the view of evaluation in the history of visitor studies. Visitor
survey can be utilized to evaluate outcomes and impacts of museum activities because it admits that visitors who are beneficiary

evaluate the social benefit of museum. It was expected of the development in the future as an appropriate evaluation of museum

activities and building the cycle of the museum management for the visitor-oriented museum activities.
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A challenge of producing a museum of five senses
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Abstract

It is said that Seeing is believing. But, actually, Listning is more beliving or touching is more believing than seeing, aren’t

they ? In this small essay, we would like to propose an idea of a museum of five senses.
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